The rapid plasma reagin (RPR) 
The rapid plasma reagin (RPR) card test manufactured by Beckman Instruments, Inc., was compared, qualitatively and quantitatively, with the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory (VDRL) slide test and the standard RPR 18-mm circle card tests for the serodiagnosis of syphilis. Sera from 638 individuals were used in this study. Two pilot lots and two production lots of antigen were submitted by Beckman Instruments, Inc., for evaluation. Qualitative agreement among the three RPR card tests was 98.1%; between the Beckman RPR card and the VDRL slide tests, 95.0%; and between the reference RPR card and the VDRL slide tests, 95.5%. The Beckman RPR card test was 95.3% specific, whereas the specificities of the reference RPR card and the VDRL slide tests were 98.8% and %.1%, respectively. Sensitivities of the three nontreponemal tests were: Beckman RPR card test 
RESULTS
Although the Beckman RPR card is similar to the Brewer Diagnostic card, the texture of the surface of the Beckman card is rougher. This did not appear to affect the outcome of the test. The Beckman RPR charcoal particle antigen for the two pilot lots was darker than the reference RPR antigen and coarser in appearance. The Beckman antigen for the production lots, however, appeared to be identical to the reference and HWD RPR card antigens.
Results On the basis of our evaluation with these two lots of antigen, we can state that the Beckman RPR card test is similar in sensitivity and specificity to the standard RPR card tests. Even though the Beckman RPR card test was not actually evaluated in our study as a serological means to follow the efficacy of treatment, the quantitative titers were comparable to the standard RPR card tests in treated syphilis and, therefore, we assume that the Beckman test can be used for this purpose.
We found the production lots of the Beckman RPR card antigen comparable to the standard RPR card antigens; therefore, the decision of which test to use for the serodiagnosis of syphilis is at the discretion of the user.
